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SUBJECT: CIV AIR - U.S. COURT ACTION AGAINST PHILIPPINE 
AIR LINES 

1. DEPARTMENT SHARES EMBASSY'S CONCERN AND SURPRISE. IN 
DISCUSSIONS WITH CAB OFFICIALS FOLLOWING SEIZURE OF PAL 
AIRCRAFT, DEPARTMENT OFFICERS REPEATEDLY MADE POINT THAT 
PUNITIVE MEASURES OR HEAVY PENALTIES WOULD BE COUNTER- 
PRODUCTIVE. 

2. WE HAD NO ADVANCE WARNING OF ACTION IN SAN FRANCISCO AND 
ARE SEEKING CAB CLARIFICATION OF PRESENT SITUATION. WILL 
KEEP EMBASSY INFORMED, AND SEEK TO AVERT ANY EXTREME ACTION 
AGSINST PAL. 
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